Catherine Edelmann Esseiva, Life is coming first!
Born in Lausanne on May 14, 1977, on a Saturday evening, 6 weeks earlier than the due date.
Catherine was educated with her brother Alexandre mostly by her mother who managed alone the daily life-, giving the example of a strong and a woman doing on her own, in line with her principles, engaged in nonprofit activities from her local community. Her mother died in 2005 after a long and exemplary fight against a marrow bone cancer. 
Her father was travelling for his job as engineer a major part of the year in Iran, Iraq and then in China, South Korea and Saudi Arabia. So many appealing countries to imagine for a child and people from other cultures to meet when colleagues or friends entered her childhood’s world. Unfortunately, her father suffered from a brain tumour and he decided to leave this world in 2019 after 6 months of illness.
She fell in love with Philippe with whom she discovered other values, a passion for mountain and an artistic sensitivity. They married in 2002 and had the great chance to become the parents of Chloé in 2010. Together they had the chance to travel a lot, amongst others in Asia for a backpack trip of 4 months in 2003. They also share walks or ski holidays in the mountains and specially appreciate attending theatres. They founded in 2016 a nonprofit organisation setting up a theatre season for children.
Catherine studied law in the idea to help others, find solutions. She started working in a court, before joining the legal department and then the compliance department of two banks in Geneva and as of 2012 in a bank in Lausanne. Today, she is working part time as risk officer, giving her colleagues support and expertise for cross border questions and other banking issues. 
Giving birth to Chloé was a life’s gift. Her pregnancy coincided with the diagnosis of Parkinson, and she decided from that day on that life should always come before the disease. She enjoyed every stage of her development and is so happy to accompany her and to see her grow, build her own world, meet new people, do new experiences. Catherine is always trying to give the example of a determined and resilient working woman and mother, present for friends and relatives.
In November 2022 Catherine benefited from a DBS operation: this was another life’s gift to regain serenity in movement and like a bonus for hope and time…
